Class 5
Gloria.  The ultimate purpose of the liturgy is the praise and worship of God.  It has been an obligatory part of the liturgy since the fifth century.  The instruction actually says that the Gloria may not be replaced by any or hymn.  Nothing else is done during the hymn, because the hymn itself is focused toward the praise of God.[footnoteRef:1]  You may notice that Fr. David and myself, with the deacons and altar servers turn toward the sanctuary during the hymn.  We are praising God in this hymn, and it is easier to praise him by orienting yourself toward him.  I turn toward the altar, because during the Mass, the altar is the focal point.  It is at the center of the liturgy.  It represents Christ, and it is the place where heaven breaks into earth in the Eucharist. [1:  Encountering Christ in the Words of the Mass, 141-142.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The first part of the Gloria praises God the Father quoting the Gospel of Luke 2:14, where the angels rejoiced at Christ’s birth.  It continues with a series of praises: “We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory.”  These were formerly used to praise Roman emperors and are now being used to praise God in the Trinity.  The second part of the Gloria praises God the Son.  You see here Christ addressed as the “Lamb of God.”[footnoteRef:2]  Sheep have a reputation for being dumb.  Ask anyone who has worked with them, I have.  They do not adapt or improvise, they simply follow.  The lamb allows his shepherd to think for him.[footnoteRef:3]  Also, the lambs were used in the Old Testament as sacrifices for sin.  The lamb was offered on the altar by the high priest, and the sins of the people were forgiven.  But the sacrifice of the lamb each year did not truly change their hearts.  With the sacrifice of the true lamb, our sins are forgiven, and we are transformed.  “Lamb of God” is used at each Mass three times. (Gloria, Agnus Dei, Behold the Lamb) [2:  Ibid, 142.]  [3:  The Biblical Roots of the Mass, Thomas J Nash, 28.] 

The Gloria continues by saying that “You alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord.”  These words acknowledge that we serve God alone.  Whereas the people in Rome may have said the words at the first part of the Gloria in speaking to the Emperor, we now say them to God.  It is a radical shift from worshipping man to worshipping God.[footnoteRef:4]  It re-centers us to put God first, and to move away from putting other things in the place of God, as we so often do. [4:  Encountering Christ in the Words of the Mass, 142.] 


