Class 13
A homily is an interpretation of the Readings we have just heard proclaimed and an application of what they mean to us today.  Jesus constantly explained the Scriptures to His disciples, and they in turn continued to do so to those to whom they preached after Jesus’ Ascension.  A great example of this is when Jesus explains the Scriptures to his disciples on the road to Emmaus.  He does so in response to what they are discussing when He joins them.  Jesus puts the events of their lives into the context of what has been revealed in Scripture.  Their response is recorded later when they tell the apostles that their “hearts burned” as the Lord opened the Scriptures to them.  Another example is when Peter preaches to the crowds on the day of Pentecost after he had just received the Holy Spirit.  He preached so strongly that the crowd thought he was drunk!  He witnessed to the power of God working in their midst.  This is what every homily does.  It brings the Scriptures into the present moment.  A great homily will make our hearts burn for Christ by enlightening us to the great need to be in communion with Him.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  The How-To Book of The Mass, Mike Dubruiel, 126.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The conclusion of a homily should create the feeling of desiring the Lord to remain.  It is the same way that the disciples begged Jesus to remain with them as they walked on the road to Emmaus.  We should be begging the Lord to remain with us at the end of each homily.  At the end of Peter’s homily, the people asked, “What must we do?!”  Again, there should be a desire in our hearts for the Lord, so much so that we are ready to do anything to be in communion with Him.  A great homily is not one that answers all our questions or is necessarily entertaining.  Rather a great homily is one that troubles us, or one that challenges us, or one that leaves us dissatisfied.  A great homily will whet our appetite for Jesus and our reception of Him in the Eucharist.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid, 127.] 

Listening to a homily is very much like listening to the Scriptures.  It requires our whole attention.  If we really believe that God is going to speak to us, we will hang on every word the homilist speaks, expecting to receive a unique message that God intends for us.  Listen to every homily at Mass expecting that God will speak a “word” to you.  No matter how poor the presentation, or how long or short it is, if we expect to hear a “word” from God, we will – and we will hear a great homily at every Mass![footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid, 128.] 

