Class 15
These general intercessions at Mass represent a significant moment for the faithful.  The General Instruction of the Roman Missal notes that in these intercessions, the faithful “exercise their priestly function.  All of God’s people – ordained priests, religious, and laity, are given a priestly role.  As it says in Scripture, we are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood.”  One way our priestly office is exercised in Mass is in the prayers of the faithful, whereby we participate in Christ’s priestly prayer for the entire human family.  Jesus poured out his heart in loving intercession for the whole world.  He is able to save others who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.  We participate in Christ’s intercession in a particular way at this moment of the Liturgy.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  A Biblical Walk through the Mass, Edward Sri, 80.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Catechism notes that intercessory prayer is “characteristic of a heart attuned to God’s mercy.”  If we are truly in tune with God’s heart, we will naturally want to pray for others.  The culmination of the Liturgy of the Word is a fitting time to offer up these intercessions.  Up to this point in the Mass, the faithful have heard the Word of the Lord proclaimed in Scripture, expounded upon in the homily and summed up in the Creed.  Now having been formed in God’s Word, the faithful respond with the heart and mind of Jesus by praying for the needs of the Church and the world.  Since the prayers are meant to be universal in scope – for those in authority, for those experiencing various needs and sufferings, and for the salvation of all – the intercessions train us to look after not only our own interests, but also to the interests of others.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid, 81.] 

Because joy and hope, the struggle and anguish of the people of this age and especially of the poor and those suffering in any way are the joy and hope, the struggle and anguish of Christ’s disciples, the Church prays not just for its own needs but for the salvation of the world, for civil authorities, for those oppressed by any burden, and for the local community, particularly those who are sick or who have died.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The Mass Explained, Monsignor James P. Moroney, 71.] 

The prayer of the Faithful has been a part of our Liturgy for a very long time.  In fact, St. Augustine would frequently end his homilies in the fourth century by saying, “Turning to the Lord, let us pray to him for ourselves and all of his people who are here with us in this house, that he may deign to guard and protect them.  We respond to God’s word by making our needs known to him.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid, 72.] 

