Class 18
Prayer over the Offerings.  The priest then turns to the people and extends his hands and brings them back together saying, “Pray brothers and sisters that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God the Almighty Father.  The people respond by saying, “May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of His name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.”  This concludes the rites of preparation and transitions into the Eucharistic Prayer. (GIRM, 77)  As the priest addresses the people, he uses more familiar intimate language.  “Brothers and Sisters.”  Throughout the Mass the priest invites all into prayer through the words “Let us pray,” but this invitation asks intercession for the priest himself, who in a real and sacramental way is about to speak the “voice of Someone Else” in a way that the rest of the assembly does not.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Encountering Christ in the words of the Mass, Christopher Carstens and Douglas Martis, 166.] 

The prayer is intended for the priest and his action in persona Christi.  This invitation distinguishes his unique place in the offering – “my sacrifice” – from the position of the assembly – “and yours.”  This illustrates the difference between the ministerial priesthood and the priesthood of the baptized.  There are not two priesthoods and two sacrifices, but different relations to the single sacrifice of the one High Priest.  The reason the Church has changed the language from “our sacrifice” to “my sacrifice and yours” is to show distinction between the different orders and roles in the Church.  It also acknowledges that the essential difference between the priest and people in the sacrament action helps everyone to participate.  In the liturgy, there are different roles, but they all join together in one voice of praise to God.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid, 167.] 

The people stand before responding to the priest’s invitation to pray.  Standing is the posture of readiness.  A scriptural parallel would be the night of the Passover.  The Israelites were instructed to eat standing and with staff in hand, ready to leave immediately.  We stand, ready to enter into the sacrifice.  We always pray to God in the liturgy all together when we are standing, and never when we are seated!  The prayer we pray asks God that our sacrifice obtain the end for which we and all things exist, “for the praise and glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.”  Our posture and our words express our hearts prayer – for God’s glory – which is rendered by our holiness in his holy Church.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid, 167-168.] 

After this response, the priest prays the Prayer over the Offerings.  It is a transition into the Eucharistic prayer.  It has an invitation, a petition, and a short conclusion.  Many of these prayers include some mention of the “solemn or glorious exchange.”  This is referencing our petition and desire to be divinized, or united with Christ in his divinity.  The priest invites those gathered to pray that God will accept “my sacrifice and yours.”  The people enter the sacrifice when they stand and beg God to accept it.  Words signify realities, and in this case, the congregation is prepared for the sacrifice which will take place on the altar.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid, 168-169.] 

