Class 24
The Doxology.  The priest then takes the chalice and paten, and elevating both says, “through him and with him and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, for ever and ever.”  And the people respond, “Amen.”  This is the final part of the Eucharistic Prayer, and in this moment, all of the Church’s theology of worship is summed up.  We, the people of God, join Christ in saying “YES” to God the Father.  The word doxology literally means to “speak praise.”  We are speaking the right praise.  The liturgy is meant to direct us to right praise.  That is why we have a specific language and movements.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Encountering Christ in the Words of the Mass, Christopher Carstens and Douglas Martis, 204.] 

When the priest announces the doxology, he lifts up the chalice and paten, not to show the people, but to present the sacrifice to the Father.  During the consecration the Body and Blood of Christ were lifted to be shown to the people.  Now the priest raises the perfect sacrifice, offering it to God.  This gesture says with the body what the words are saying.  Through, with, and in Christ, we are lifted up to the Father.  Consider this the next time you experience this in the Mass.  This can be a profound moment of surrender to God, and a moment of pure praise.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid, 204.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The honor and glory that is spoken in the doxology is confirmed in the “Amen” of the congregation.  St. Justin Martyr, in the second century wrote about how the people respond to the doxology, expressing then assent with an Amen.  Amen in Hebrew means “so be it!”  In giving this assent, you truly enter into the dialogue of Trinitarian Love.  God himself is speech and Christ is the Word spoken.  St. Athanasius reminds us, “God speaks like us so that we might speak like him.”  The whole liturgy, in fact, the whole Christian life, “speaks” according to Christ: through, with, and in him.  At the conclusion of the doxology, the priest speaks the truth of the Christian life, and you respond not only in the church, but in the temple of your heart![footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid, 204.] 

This conclusion of the Eucharistic Prayer is a hymn of praise to God for what he has done for us.  We glorify God who has given us his Son, and we offer back to God the perfect sacrifice.  The Great Amen acknowledges that we have entered profoundly into the mystery and belong to Jesus as intimately as possible.  We say “Amen” many times throughout the Mass.  As you respond by singing or saying “Amen” at this point in the Mass, work to do it consciously.  It is not a meaningless word.  If anything, it is a word that is a higher yes than “I agree.”  We say yes to the sacrifice lifted up to God, and we say yes to entering into the perfect relationship of Love in the Trinity.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Celebrating the Mass, Alfred McBride, 56.] 

